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Xtgislniibe 1ssemblu,

Thursday, 10th October, 1895.

Question, of J?.rteneling .lfidland Reilc~ to Afulleca

-Public Health Act Further A mendment Bill:-
L eyistlh irCouncil's Amendmpents- Wager andu
E-lectric Works License Bill., motion for ni)'c-
tic;'; Bill considered in rem myitlt -Projected
Reiltrakyfi-orn Mingenew to .lullewa-Mfessayes
fropm Leqisla tire Council. amiendmuents in Gold-
fields Bill ; concurrence in antendutcuts in Milnes
Regulation Bill-Deare of Absence to Memrbers
(0)-Pro poseel Termination o Civil Service
colniission-L1icrt Sittiny of the Hou4se-Bate
of PooaisAji-uet

TuE SrEAKEI took Mue chiair at 4.30
o'clock., P.M.

I'sAvBS.

QUESTION OF EXfJhNDIrJG MIDLAND
RAILWAY TO MULLEWA.

Mia. SIMPSON, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier (I.) whether the Govern-
ment is in receipt of a6 resolution passed at a,
public meeting in Geraltiton, to the theo fol-
lowing effect.-', In view of the statement
made in the House by the Hon- the Director
of Public Works, regarding the contemplated
extension of the Midland Railway from
Minginew to Mullewa, we, the citizens of
tieraldton, in public meeting assembled,
respectfully urge that it would be highly
undesirable, i the best interests of Gerald.
ton and the Government Railway already
built from Geraldten to Jiulleiva, for the
Government to in any way countenance the
proposed extension; and this meeting prays
that the Government will take no action in
furthering the construction of such railway.
(2.) whether it is in contemplation by the
Government to in any way aid t he project, as
indicated by the Commissioner of Railways."

Tazs PMRMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)- re-
plied :-(1.) Yes. (2.) 'rho matter has not
been considered by the Government since a
letter dated August 218t., 1894. was received
from the Midland Railway Company, and
replied to on the 17th September, 1894.
Copies of these letters are herewith, as
follow:

"St. George's Terrace, Perth, W.A.,
"August 21st, 1894.

"SIx,
"I have the honor to communicate to you

" that it is the desire of the Midland Railway
" Company to petition Parliament for a. Private
" Bill for an extension of the Midland Railway
" from Mbgenew to Mullewa. The importance
"of thle proposed extension has been always
"Present to the Directors, and a survey was
",made, or partially made, in March. 1802,
" and is shown by a dotted line on the en-
"closed rmp.

"For the first 25 mile3 the line will pass
"entirely through private lands of the Corn-
"pany, and the remainder through waste
lands of the Crown. I believe it -will not
interfere with any land whatever of any

"private owner. The length throughiont will
be about 45 miles.
" It is particularly desirable that, if possible,

"the sanction of Parliament may be obtained
"during the present session.

" As the extension would be of great public
"convenience, I venture to hope that the

proposal will meet with uhe approval of the
"Government, and to ask the favor of an

"intimation in this respect.
"I have, &c.,

(Sd.) W. F. SAYxit,
" Attorney for the Company.

"lTo the Hlonorable Sir John Forrest,
"K.C.M.G., Premier, &e., Perth."

Premier's Office,
Perth, 17th September, 1894.

Son, I have the honour to acknowledge the
"receipt of your letter of the 21 st ultim o
inform ing me that it was the desire of the
Midland Railway Company to petition Parlia-
"ment for a Private Bill for an extension of
"the Midland Railway from IYingenew to
"Mullew, andi expressing a hope that the
proposal will meet with the approval of the
Government.
2. "'In reply, I beg to inform you that, under
existing oirnmstaacees, it does not seem

"advisable for the Government to promise to
'assist your Company in the way desired, as it
would probably add to the present complica-
tions, and might interfere with the position

"of affairs now existing between the Govern.
ment and your Company.

I have, h-o.,
(Sd.) JOHN FoRREsT,

Prom ier.

PUBLIC HFEALTH ACT FURTHER AMEND-
MENT HILL.

LEISLATIVE COOiecit's AMuENDENS.
On the motion of lMR. JAMEs (for Mr.
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Traylen), the House went into Committee for
the consideration of the Legislative Council's
amendments (vide Message, page 1308 ante.)
namnely to strike out Cl auses 6, 7, 8,1.9, and 10.

IN cosinirruxFI.

MR. JAMES moved that the amendments
made by the LegVislative Council in this Bill,
as per schedule, be agreed to. He said it wits
inuch to be regretted that after these import-
ant clauses, dealing with urgent matters
affecting the public health, had been discussed
in this House, they were thrown out; by
memlbers of the other House. Ho hoped that
in the next session, or soon after, at Bill1 for
consolidating and amending the Public Health
Act would be passed; anid, in the meantimne,
the important matters dealt with in these
clauses woould have to wait.

lix. .AN DELL said it W%8 a great pity the
Council had taken on themselves to strike out
Very important cAluses which were urgently
demanded in the intitrest of the puvio health.
The only exception hie had taken to the word-
ing- of any of the clauses wits that the word
-"owier " was put in where it ought not Lo be:
'There hadJ been a6 general hopeO and expec;ts-
tiun that these clausees would have been allowed
to remain in the Bill. aowe'ver, in having
struck them out, the Legislative Council must
take the responsibility.

51it. It. 14. SHOLL said it was desirable that
the Government should bring in a Consoli-
dation Bill, next session, deal3ing with matters
of public heal t h in a comprehensive and prLC-
tioal mnanner. He was told by those who
had studied thp u'atter, that it was impossible
to make a useful Act by continually tinkering
with the subject. Hardly a session passed
without the lion. member for Greonougl) (Mr.
Traylen), or others connected with the City
Council, bringing forward an amending Bill;
and it would tin well for the Government to
bring in a consolidation Bill for making the
labw clear and workable, in relation to the
public health.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported to the House.

Rteport adopted.

Ordered, that a message be transmnitted to
the Legislative Council, informing them that
the- Legislative Assembly concurred in the
amendments wiade by the Legislative Council
in the Bill,

WATER, AND ELECTRIC WORKS LICENSE
BILL.

On the order of the daty for th e consideration
of the Bill in committee being read,

(M. HARPER Moved " That this order be

(ischarged, and that the following resolution
be substituted: 'That in the opinion of this
House the question of a water supply from the

eastern goldfieldsF is one of extreme import ance,
jand that the interests involved are so enormn-

ou tat the Government should at once
exain into the feaisibility of putnping water
from the most accessible spot, and prepare an

lestituate of cost and working expenses of the

isame, with aviwtoit eigundertaken by the
Sta te.' HEe said -. Since last nigh t, atrL U.k-
ing over this matter, it seenas to itman enormn-
one project to give the Government power to
deal with ; and as we cannot see the extent of
]ts ramifications. I am confirmed in my belief
that it would lie undesirable, at this stage, to
carry this Bill through. The Government
gave us to understand; last night, thtat there
had beena no defin ite proposatL to undertake the
water scheme for supplying the eastern gold-
fields, buat there had been A proposal for the
transisision of electric force. I was itot pre-
pared, at the time, to say what was the case in
othe r countries in regard to the transmission
of electric force, but C(was under tie inpression
that it was impracticable. I hiave sines hunted
up a reference to a case in America, where
something Of the kind had been attempted. I
found that there was a project lately under
consideration for supplying San Francisco
with electric power, from a lake situate about
75 miles dista6nt, at which distanrce it was said
to be possible to render available about 35,000
horse-power, which would be reduced in trans-
mission to about 20,000, horse-power. Tbhus in
transmnitting electric force a distance of 75
milee, there would be a, loss of one-third ef the
power by the Lime it reached San Francisco;
therefore it would be impossible to force an
electric current of any value at all, froin the
coast to Coolgardie. I may add that the San
Francisco scheme was pending the proof of
success of a similar scheme for transmitting
electric power from the Falls of Niagara to
be utilised at a distance for manaifacturing
purposes, and there was so little faith in the
San Francisco scheme that it was suspended
until the other was proved to be a success.
That was just a year aigo. Therefore, tak-ing
all these things into consideration, it seems
desirable that nothing should be done by
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- ring to these parties the right which the
Bill proposes to give, over othier private cons-
panies. It is not likely that anything would
, a done immediately by the compainy which
hew made a proposal, but we must recognise
that the matter is serious as i; affects the
goldfields, and that a panic at any time might
cause the loss of a large sum of money to the
colony. In these exceptional circumstances
it is most desirable that the Government
should examine at once into the feasibility of
carrying out a large scheme for supplying
water to these goldfields. and sny such scheme
should be under State control, because it
might become a serious menace to the best
interests of the colony if it were not so con
trolled. T1he administration of such an under-
taking, when established, would be of the
simplest, sas the detailed wvork of supplying
water might be carried out by contract, and
the reticulation might be managed by local
companies or by a municipality. Therefore
the means of supply being once etablished
it would beoa good thing for the goldfields and
for the country; and it is importaut that the
State should hare the solo control of the
undertaking. For these reasons, I have
submitted this motion.

Tirs PREMIER (Lion. Sir J. Forrest)
This is the first I have heard of the motion
of the bon, member, and I may say it bas
takon me somewhat by surprise. The objec-
tion I understood the hon. member had to the
meahsure, yesterday, was in regard to the water
supply, and not so much in regard to the supply
of elecirie power. I have no doubt that, when
all other means have failed, in regard to
supplying the goldieldsi with water, the coun-
try will be prepared to deal with the question.
I feel it is s, little early ter us to pledge our-
selves at present. If we were going to deal
with it as as State matter, we should need a
great deal of information before doing so, We
should have also to satisfy this House anti the
country that all means of obtaining water on
or near thegoldfields had been given up: But
we cannot know, at present, whether we shiall
be able to obtain water by sinking,
perhaps not at Coolgardie itself; for it is a
generally accalpted opinion that the further
northwvard you go fraim Coolgurdie, the more
chance you have of obtaining f resh water. I
know, for instance, that at the White Feather
there is a well that has beene supplying fresh
w,itera long time. I believe that the further
you go northward, away froin the country that

is so Iuc covere with eucalyptus, the more
Water canbe obtnined by sinking. It is strange
that all the country about Southern Cross and
Coolgardie. that is thickly timbered with euca-
lyptus, is destitute of wvater, but in the country
to the northward, when I wvent over it in 1869,
there was very little eucalyptus in the open,
the country being covered with acacia, and the
eucalyptus was only in the groves, andi then to
a limited extent. I think that, at this period
of the session, we need not commit ourselves aa
to what we will do in regard to this matter:
hut I may say the Government are alive to the
question, and I canasstsre the Houseothatwewill
make all enquiries during the recess in regard
to water supply, both by sinking for wvater
and also considerin~g a scheme by which water
may be supplied from a distance to the gold-
fields. It will be an immense project, which
must cost I don't know how many millions of
money, for supplying Coolgmrdie and the wholo
of those fields with water from outside. It is
rather too big a seheme for us te discuss at this
period of this session. The only serious objec-
tion to this Bill is that, under its powers, the
Government might enter into immense
liabilities or very large contracts, having per-
haps far-reaching considerations. That seems,
to be the only objection anyone can take to
it; but we must remember that for some
smaller matters also the Bill will be useful.
For instance, in regard to providing water, ire
have already granted what are called water
rights, under the Goldfields Regulations, to
some persons on the fields. There is one, I
know, at Niagara, and one I think near Mount
Burgess; and when these persons get their
water impounded, they will have to convey it
to somewhere-to towns or to mines which
they intend to supply with water-and there
is no existing power I know of by wvhich they
can lay down a mile of piping, where this
would interfere with private or municipal
rights. There is no power by which these
persons having a water supply could convey
it across a leased area, without consent, unless
it be under the new Goldfields Act, and I am
not sure that the Act provides this power. So
that there are difficulties of this kind at pre-
sent, which will need to b'e dealt with, because
those persons wise have embarked capital in
impounding water will want some means,
by right or license, for enabling then, to
convey the water to townships nr places
which they intend to supply with water,
and this Bill will enable the Govorniment to
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grant licenses of that sort. I ama not in favor
of rushing into such a big question, ats I be-
lieve the supplying of wvater from the coast to
the Coolgardie country will be, under a
general power of this sort. 1 do not like it
much, myself, and I prefer that the Rouse
should be consulted in regard to such an im
mense project. If the Government were to
assure the House that any large project of
that sort, such as supplying the Coolgardie
goldfields with water from the coast, would
not lie approved by the Government without
first giving this House an opportunity
of considering it, 1. think this Bill
would then be unobjectionable. The Bill
would, as I have said, be useful for
various smaller matters. I expect the hon
member for Beverley has had in his mindoaly
this one great scheme which the Bill provides
for, and I can well understand that he hesi-
tates to hand over to the Government these
large powers by which such a scheme could be
carried out without the scheme being placed
definitely before Parliament. For my own
part, I do not want to have this responsibility
cast upon the Governmnont during the recess.
I prefer that we should give to thid House the
opportunity of considering and dealing with
it. I should like to assure lhon. members that
the Government do not want to have this re-
sponsibility thrown on their shoulders. I think
there is no risk in regard to the electrical parts
of this Bill; and, in regard to the general
powers, I am quite willing to give a pledge to
the lRouse that, with reference to the great
question of supplying water to the goldfields,
the Government will not take advantage of
the powers given under this Bill, but that
we will consult the House before entering
into any agreement. With that assurance,
lion. memabers may be inclined to allow the
Bill to go through, as I am sure it will be
useful in many ways.

MR. R. F. SHOLL : I do not like the idea, of
such an important Bill as this being intro-
duced at such, a late hour in the session, but,
at the same time, I do not like the amend-
ment. I do not think this work is one the
Government should undertake at all. To mny
mind the Government, have done too much
already, and if they had not been promisig so
much, the chances are that private enterprise
would have supplied water to the goldfields
long ago. If this work had never been started
by the Government they would never have
been asked to do it. I really think it would

be far better for the Government to postpone
the consideration of this Bill until next
session, and in the meantime enquire into the
possibilities of the scheme.

MR. ilHaz That is what I propose.
MR. R. F. SHOLL: What you propose is

that the Governument should make enquiries
with a view of taking up the work themselves
and I do net agree with that ait all. This
scheme may be all very well with a view, of

Fhawking it about and extracting a few more
thousands out of the pockets of the unsues-
pecting English investor.

TRan PasmaxiR You have had some of it.
Ma. R. F. SEIOLL: It may be all very well

to be hawked about, but I do not think there
is anything in the scheme. Of course that is
only a matter of opinion, and I have not
studied the question, nor do I know sufficient
about it to regard myself ai being able to
speak with authority. T do not believe in
letting these company-mongers have these
concessions to hawkc about the country. The
Premie is not in favor of this Bill himself,
and has evidently only introduced it out ' of
good nature. [ do not think the Government
woul1d have brought it forward, if some one of

inence was not putting their coat tails.

M.CONNTOR: ihah on. member who has
just sat down objects to the Bill because it
gives power to private coinpanies to erect
certain works to supply the wvants of the
goldfields in respect of water, anad then he
turns round and objects to the Government
doing anything. I really cannot understand
him. I would support the proposal Of the
b on. member for Beverley, were it not for the

distinct assurance of the Government that
this question of water is one they propose to
take up in a thorough manner. If I thought
this was not going to be the case, I would
not support the Bill.

Ma. WOOD: I cannot myself support the
proposal of the hon. niember for B~everley, and
I do not think the Government should under-
take this work at all. The idea, of the Gov.
erment snaking enquiries with the intention
of erecting large pumping stations to supply
Coolgardie with water is simply out of all
question. It would involve the expenditure
of perhaps millions of money, and the Govern-
ment would take upon themselves a risk they
have no right to take. TIhey have no right to
take risks with either water supplies or elec-
tie power concerns. Both belong to private

iindividuals, and, so far asg the scheme referred
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to is conearned, the risk will be so great and
the capital involved so large, that if there is
any profit to it, I say, let themn have it. The
passing of this Hill can do the country no
harmn. Core has been taken to prevent any-
thing like smonopoly, and, if necessary, there
can be any number of schemes at the one
time. I certainly shall support the Bill going
through.

ME. OrORGE: I an' sure if any reasons
would make me support this Bill, they would
bea in the want of reason advanced by the hon.
member for Gascoyne, who quite followed his
usual style. He -as like the historic lialamn
and, as usual, after coining to cur-se, will hea
found quite ready to bless. Re first knocked
the Governmen t down, and then buttered
thema up, finally sitting down in a most un-
comfortable state of mind. I intend to sup-
port this Bill because I do not think this or
any Government is competent to undertake
so huge a scheme as that of properly supply-
ing the goldfields with Water. Up to the
present every effort of the Government hns
resulted in failture-most distressful failures.

'THE CoKNmuslONx OF RAILWAYS (lion. H.
W. Venn) :You cannot put your finger on
a failure.

MnR. G EORGE t What about your dam at
Southern Cross? Why, after it was built the
races to it wouldl not hold water, and the dast,
itself has never had a drop in it.

TIHE CoXMissiossa OF RsazL.IrS (Hon. Hf.
W. Ven): 'That may be true, but what about
the twenty successesP

MR. GEORGE: Yes, but what did they cost?
They cost 4 j. it yard when, by contract, you
could have had it done for Is..3d. There fire
noskilled men in the. Government to undertake
this work, and I do not think they could get
anyone to join them to carry it out. 'This is
a gigantic affair, and to suggest that the
Government should take the risk of it would
be too great an audacity even for the pre-
sent Ministry. It is a matter which should
be left to private enterprise, because the
Government would only spend the money of
the country without their doing much good.
Nearly every clause will require very careful
revision in committee, and I see no reason
why this cannot be accomplished, and the
Bill passed in an acceptable form.

Ms. SOLOMON: I cannot support the
motion of the hon. member for Beverley. it
appears to mue, after what the Premier has
said, and the assurance given that no huge

undertakings will be entered into before the
approval of Parliament is obtaiined, that there
cannot possibly be tiny harni in this Bill pas-
sing, or in rranting such conessionis asare
thought necessary. The lion, member for
the Gascoyne talks of sonic particular huge
scheme, but it is not referred to in ainy way in
the Bill, and we need not fear ainy such thing
after the assurance given by the Premier.
The Bill may prove a very useful one, and I
shall support its passing.

THE COMMISSIONER OF PRC WN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson): The hion. snenler
for the fl'acoyne and others seen, to think
Governments are very fond of taking great
responsibilities upon themselve-s, hut this is
not the case. R-overnment,asp a rale, aire
anxious to place all the responsibility they can
upon Parliament. I do not think there was
any particular schenme in the wind of the
Govetrnment when it decided to introdn'ie this
measure. The lbon, member for the Gats-
coyne has said it is introduced only because
of the good nature of the Premier, but if
that is so, the good nature is only
in the direction of the g4,ldfields, having
a proper water supply. The fact of the
matter is that the Government have been
pestered with applications for small schemes,
which it wast very desirable indeed should ho
carried into effect. The Government could
not do it, and they could not give anyone else
permission to dolit. It wvas very much like the
dog in the manger. lbe best way to settle a
matter like this is to let people who have
schemes try them. If they aire failures they
only hurt themselves, and if they tire- quccesses,
so mu ich the better for everybody.

Mn. HARPER: Some hon. memhiers seem
to think my desire is to pledge the U;ov.
emrineent to carry out the work themselves.
Nothing is further fromn my idea. Jean quite
see the danger of the Government attemipting
such a thing. The general idea is that this is
an urgent matter, and by this time next year
it way be found that the demands have largely
increased, and there will be an outcry because
the Government have done nothing. People
will not be so dissatisfied, however, when they
know this Rouse has emnp, wered the Govern-
ment toemake all sorts of enquiries. It will be
safer to do this, because then the Government
can see where it is possible for private enter-
prise to be successful. The bon. inember for
the Murray has said the Government is quite
unable to carry out work of this kind. I
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believe ho once had something to do with an
undertaking of this sort, which was nota, great
success. The Government, however, might
have the benefit of his advice in the future.
Another great objection to this Bill is that it
gives the Government powers to grant con-
cessions, when private companies should be
compelled to bring in private Bills, and have
them carried in the ordinary way, after going
through the ordinary forms, and paying the
ordinary fees. This ]louse should not offer
these companies specialt legislation, and I hope
the Government will take care that people who
want to obtain concessions do so in the proper
Way.

Question, that the order of the (lay lie dis-
charged, put and negatived.

The Hlouse went into committee to consider
the Bill.

Clause 1:
Put and passed.
Clause 2-"' Interpretation "

l11R. I 2EAKE asked whether the Attorney-
GeneralI could not discover some more eupho-
nious term than "undertakers." He would
suggest the term "promoters."
Twe ATI"IORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.

Burt) said this was the term used in all con-
erns of this nature. 'The 6-aworks Act was
carried nut by 11undertakers." The Water-
works Act referred to " contractors," but that
was ununsual.

Clause put and pissed.
Clause 3-" Governor may grant licenses",:

Ma. GEORGE thought a better definition
was required here. Hfe would also like to
know what provision would be nado as to the
land belonging to the Crown, which these
people would be empowered to taike. At
present it looked as if they would have the
use of this land for nothing.

Mia. UIMES proposed to add to Sub-section
1, the words " within the limits of any gold-
field." This Bill was said to be for the gold-
fields, and he desired to see it restricted to
them. 'He saw no reason why they should
extend over municipali ties as well. If the
restriction was not agreed to, he would cer-
tainily have to oppose the Bill. £Mu. SIur-
soN:- That would he terrible.) It would pre-
vent the Bill becoming law this session, at
any rate.

ML. SIMPSON hoped the limitation of the
opeiation of the bill would not be agreed to.

It might be desirable to permit; municipali-
ties in country districts to Iiake arrangements
with people willing to provide waterworks.
''here was Goraldton, for oeample. A water
supply -vas badly wanted there, and, although
it had been promised, it had never been given.
If municipalities like that could enter into
their own arrangements, and then secure a
license from the Government, it would pro-
bably he largely availed of. There was just
as much reason for giving this power to ]nuni-
cipali ti ea as to the goldielIds.

Taxi ATlTORNEY - GENERA-L (Ron. S.
Burt) said the proposed addition might prove
very awkward, because it would prevent the
supply of water to) either stock or works or
manufatorios along the route of the pipes.
There could be no harmn in allowing any
munliiaity through which the pipes ran,
having their water supply from the saute
soLurce.

il r. GEORGE opposed the suggestion that
the operation of the Bill be extended to maui-
ciptihities. HS Said the Bill wasj introduced for
the goldfields, and should only ho used for
them. If the municipalities wanted water
supplies, they should follow the example of
Perth, only instead of giving themstelves away,
let the other people do it. There was dange-,r in
allowing the water supplies to be drawn upon
too much, and lie, for one, thought even the
Southi-Western distncet should he prepared for
droughts.

Tuix PItEIE ER (Eon.- Sir J. Fo rrest) said
he saw no reason why people at York, for
instance, could not be supplied with water by
some person who had sufflicnt enterprise to
do it. He propose- himrself to move an addi-
tion to the clause which would possibly
remnove a good deal of the obj ectiouas.

Ms. JAMES said there was no lustification
for the opeLration of the Bill being extended
over unicipalities, and if its operation were
limited, there would be little objection to the
claulse.

Ma. [JEAKE said hie did not see why the-
storing of water should not be encouraged,
no masttter by whom the work was uender-
taken.

Mu. H ARPE R said he regarded the proposal
as altering the whole character of the Bill,
which, he thought, had been originally
deasigned to assist the supplyingy of water to
the goldftelds.

TanE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Ron. S.
Burt) said no harmn would be done by a.1ow.

EASSEMBLY.] 11'ateetrorks Pill.
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ing any set of people who wished to establish
waterworks to do so. They would not be
spending the money of the Govern ment.

Ma. GEORGE asked the Attorney-General
whether syndicates would be permitted to take
Crown lands without paying for them.

*lnE Ai TORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said they would not get the fee-simple.
but only the lease of Crown lands, under the
Bill. The lessees would pay rent, mid the
land 'which they occupied would revert to the
Crown upon the expiration of the lease

Amendment put and negatived.
Mat. GEORGE, referring to Sub-section 2.

pointed out that power was given to erect
posts and to carry overhead cables along the
line of route. lie thought that it would be
afer to compel all electric wires to be laid
uinderground.

'mxr PREMIER (H1on. Sir J1. Forrest)
moved, as an amendment, that the following
be added to the clause -" Provided that no

wvaterworkrs licenses sball be granted
"authorising the talcing of water from any
"coastal river to the Yilgarza, Douedas, or
"Coo igardie goldfiolds, without the approval
Of ParEliament."
Mna. JAMIES mnoved, as an amendment upon

the proviso, that the words "any goldifield"
')e substituted for the words " Yilgaru. Due-
das, or Coolgarclie goldfields."

Amaendument upon the proviso pitt and
passed, and the proviso. as amended, agreed
to.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 4- Undertakers to have powers of

Commissioner of Railways for entering upon
and taking private lands ":

MA. LEAK K drew attention to the fact that
the clause gave the undertakers the same
powers to take land as those which were vested
in the Commiissioner of Railways under the
-Railways Act, 1878," and he thought that in

the case of a private company these powers
were too wide. He moved that the words
"and without requiring any consent, ap-

proval. warrant, or other Act. or interventik.n
of the (,overnor," be struck cuat, as, under
thle clause, as it stood, a syndicate might seize
npon handy strips of water frontage belonging
to private persons, who would be at a great
disadvantage if they had only the remedy of
sning for compensation.

Mat. SIMPSON again expressed the opinion
that nearly all the members of this House
seemed to be frightened at the huge powers

I which were to be conferred by this measure.
1The correspondeece on the subject, which had
1been laid on the cable that evening, threw a
little farther light on the miatter. He found
that the first information that the Gwovern-
meat had of the projects which were contemn-
plated by the Bill, was a amble from Sir
William Robinson to the Premier, as follows :
-"Perth, 30th July, 1895. A scheme has
"been brought under may n'4 ioe for provid ing
"an electric power station at Coolg-ard ie, cap-

"able of distributing power to the various
"mines at a radius of forty miles, and within

"which -a exclusive right is required. In
" view of the fuel and water difficulties, the

", scheme is highly advantageous to all mnines
1within radins, especially :as a feature of the

"scheme is fixed charges on the zone system,
"which will be very much nder present cost.
"A formal proposal is being invited, and as

"parties here are coumpetent and. responsible,
"I would advise you to await tbe receipt of
"dproposal before entertaining similar applica-
"don if miade from other quar'.ers. Such a
"scheme as the proposed one, if satisfactorily
"carried out, would be of immense valne to the

",colony." The next comimunication was a
cable from Sir William Robinson, Louder,
dated August l~th :-Westralian Electric

Poewer !Supply Corporation, l'in1itcd, mini-
-mum capital, one million sterling, Colonial

"Board, Alexander Forrest, ChairmnU J-oha
"HFowell, David Liedsay; Electrical E igineer,

" Professor George.Forbes, of.Niagara. [nstal-
lation concussions asked: fistly, site for

"generating works, wharves, &ic., at or
"near Esperance Bay. Secondly, right

"to erect overhead cables to Cool.gar-
1die, and throughout goldflelds; machinery
-site and cable routes to ltselected the

"com11pany ; no exclusive concessions die-
"sired, simply right; :above specified. r p
"Prove ndertakin';. amid may, if possilble,
"join board. Cable reply." On the 23rd

" August the Governiuet replied by cable as
"lfollows-" Sir William Robinson, (iondon.

I"Electric, power.-Governiuent think that
"before auythiugdefinitoly arranged. proporal
"must be written detail. Goverument also

",think private Bill necessary." T'he next
cable from Sir Woilliami Robinson was dated
5th September, a-, Loll Pwv,:-" Electric Power
"Scheme. Private BillI being imnpossible, hope
"Bill may he introduead g0iving Governmnent
"power to negotiate and art. Matter in first-
"class bands here, and it would he a great

11"aterworks Bill. [10 OCTOBrR, 1895.]
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" pity if scheme fell through for want of neces-
"sary sanction this session." Now, this Bill

would mnerely leave in the hands of the
Government power to grant licenses wherever
they thought fit, and he thought that it would
be expedient to report progress, and have the
correspondence prinited before hop, members
further considered the Bill. lie had no desire
to hamper the Government, or tio do anything
to interfere with the goldfields getting water;
but he thought it would be wise to carefully
sound public opinion on the details of the Bill
before they wee finally adopted. He there-
fore moved that progress be reported, and
leave asked to Mit again.

Mda.JAXES said the commtittee should finish
the consideration of the Bill, or knock it on
the head.

Tusg PREMIER (Hon.1 Sir T. Forrest) re-
minded lion, members that there wa" nothing
new in the correspondence, the subsltance Of
which had already been stated to the Heuse ;
bkut asthe Government had no interests ex-
cept the interests of the country to serve in
connection with this Bill, he would leave its
fate in the hands of the House. At the samie
time, as the correspondence stated, there ap-
peared to be a bone fids intention to carry out a
project under the Bill, that would bie for the
benefit of the goldfields; and it had appeared
to the Government that it was their duty to
afford, so far us they could an opportunity for
carrying out the work. If it had not seemed
to them that it would he a pity to lose
that opportunity, the Government would bare
spared themselves the trouble of framing and
bringing in the Bill st so late a period of the
session; and as the price at which ore would be
treated had been fixed at 10s. per ton, the
interests of the maining community were safe-
guarded to that extent. He could only assure
the House that the Government had been uc-
tuated by an anxious desire to do the vrery best
for the goldfields, or they would not have
moved in the matter by introducing the Bill.

Ma. SIMPSON said there was plenty of fuel
and motive power on the goldlfields to deal
with ore, so that there did not appear to be
any urgent demand for the introduction of
electric batteries.

'Inm PRLEAITEII. (Hlon. Sir J. Forrest) said
there wasa good deal of trouble about the salt
water eacrustin g the boilers.

3Mn. R. F. SHOLL said that was no trouble.
As tong as there was water of any kind, crush-
ing could go en.

Ms. SIMPSON said it would be better to
forego. the Bill for 12 months, iii order that it
mnightbe carefully considered; and it was so
necessary for limon. miembers to become
thoroughly acquainted with the correspon-
dence, that he thought it would be well for
the Rouse to report progress,

Ap. ILLINGWORTHi said that as it ap-
peared to be the desire of the House to rush
the Bill through in the last hours of the
session, instead of reporting progress, he
would move that the Chairman do leave the
chair.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon, A. R. Richardson) said he did not object
to the throwing out of the Bill, hut he did
not think anything will be gained by waiting
until the correspondence was printed. The
correspondence mecrely stated the natare of
the proposals which had been made; and had
there been no proposals of the Lind, the Bill

1would not have been necessary, and would
not have been introduced.

Mn. H. F. SHOLI said there seemed to be
some powerful influence behind this Bill; and
had it been less powerful, hie did not think the
Government would hard brought in the Bill
or troubled themselves about Water erElectric
Works for the goldields. As the Government
first heard of the scheme of the Londou syndi-
cate by cable on the 30th July, there had been
plenty of time for then) to have placed the

Imatter before the House at an earlier date.
Tnye PREMIER (Hion. Sir J. Forrest) said

the Government only got the details of the
scheme by post ten days ago.

Ma, R. F. SHOLL said the Government
might have informed the House earlier that
they were waiting for further ad vices, and
hen. members from the -onntry would have
been better prepared for the Bill. In order to
allow time for perusing the correspondence it
would be as well to report progress.

Tugs PRE M I ElIR (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest) said
that. instea of reporting progress, the Bill
should be thrown out or be gone on with.

Mn. R. F. SHOLL said it would he bettor to
wait twelve months, rather thaa make a. mis-

itake by passing the Bill too hurriedly.
Ma. JAMES said perhaps he was not alto-

gether in order, hut he would like to ask who
paid the cost of the replies to those cable-
grains from speculators. Did the country
have to pay the costF

Tus PEMFER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Yes.
Mn. JAM ES: Well, it had better be stopped.

[ASSEMBLYJ Waterworks Bill.
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'l'ns PREMIER (Eon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that ordinary courtesy demanded that
replies should be sent to such communications.
In regard to the Bill he thought it would be
better to lay it aside altogether. unless hion.
members were unanmisos about it. As to
what the hion. member for the Gascoyne had
insinuated concerning the alleged powerful
influence that was nmoving the Government in
the matter, he threw it back to the hion. menm-
her. The hion. member appeared to think
there wras no one honest and honorable but
himself, but he would tell the lion. member
that the Government were quite ns anxious to
do what was right as the lion. member was.
in regard to the Bill itself the Government had
no interest but the good of the country at
heart. They even had no feeling in the muat-
ter, hut had introduced the measure, although
at at late period of the session, because they
thoughitthat the proposals it made would, if
carried out, do the country much good.

MR. WOOD said he hoped the Bill would
not be shelved after it had gone so far, b'e.
cause all the danger had been removed from
it hy the amendment to Clause 3, and as it
would confer a great boon on the Coolgardie,
goldfields, he would be sorry to see it knocked
on the head.

MR. RANDELL said be also hoped the Bill
would go through, because it had been
amendedi in at manner that would perfectly
safeguard the interests of the colony, while if
passed it would assist the Government in
their desire to provide a proper water supply
to Coordie and the neighboring goldfields.

Motion-that the Chairman do now leave
the chair-put and negatived.

Amendment to clause, moved by Mr. Leeke,
put and passed.

THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) moved, as a further amendment, to add
the following words to the clase:-" No
"land taken under the powers conferred by
"this section shall vest in the undertakers
"until the compensation payable therfore
"has been paid."

Mn. [LtINGWORTH said that although
the Commissioner of Railways was empowered
by the Railways Act to enter upon and take
private lads for railway purposes, he did not
approve of private companies being enu.
powered to do so as well.

Further amendment put and passed and the
clause, as amendled, agreed to.

Clauses 5 and 6:
Put and pnssed.
Clause 7-"1 Duration of license"
MR. JAMES moved to strike oat all the

words after the word "years" (providing for
an extension of the license), in line 2. He con-
sidered that the better course would be to
allow an extension to be asked for by way of
introducing a private Bill into Parliamient,
which was the ordinary course adopted in
these cases.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 8-"1 Purchase of undertaking by the

Governor ":
MR. JAMES also moved to strike out in line

1 thelwords "of the original term of," referring
to the expiration of the original term of a
lease, such words being, in his opinion, none-
cessary.

Further Amendment put and passed.
MR. JAMES also moved to strike out the

word I. existing," in line 3, with a view to i-
serting the word " actual " in lieu thereof.
The wvord "1existing," he said, referred to the
value of the buildings, works, etc., at the
expiration of the license, at which time the
clause empowered the Governor to purchase
them. The amendment, he explained, wvould
make the clause provide for the purchase by
the Governor of the property at their actual
value.

Further amendment put and passed.
Ma. GEORGE moved, as a further amend.

went, to insert after the word " them." in line
6, the following words, "1which prices shall be
verified at the time of purchase and placed on
record by the Government." He said it was
advisable that a concise record of the price
paid by the promoters of these schemes for
the land should be kept, in order to prevent
any dispute arising when the Governor pur-
chased the works.

THE ATTVORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said that such matters "othose were
always kept on record at the Land Titles
Office.

Amendment put and negatived.
MR. JAMES said the clause provided that

",The purchase money shall, at the option of
th Governor, be paid either in cash or by

"Gsvernmentsiecurities bearing interestatfour,
"per cent. yearly and redeemable in not more
"than forty years, such securities being taken

"at their face value, or partly in cash and
"1party lby such securities." Rfeconsideredl that
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three per cent. was quite sufficient, and moved,
as a further amendment that the word "four"
be struck out and the word 11three" Ihe inserted
in lieu thereof.

Further amneadent put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 9-"Gnvernor may require under.
takers, uinder waterworks license, to supply
water for Government railways indothor par-
poses6"

A]1R. JAMES moved to strike out the words,
1-y any waterworks license, "with at view to

inserting the words" "from time to time," in
lieu thereof. He said the Government should
have power at any time to require the under-
takers of the water schemne, to supply water at
specified spots along the routes of the water
mains.

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon, S.
Burt) moved to strike out all the words after
"a," in line 5withauvie w to insert ing the follow-
ing words: " price not exceeding that at which
the undertakers are authorised to seil wate r
to the public. "

Amendmnent put and passetl.
CIluse., as amended, put and passed.
Clause 10-" Governor may require under-

takers1 tinder electric-power license, to supply
electricity to the Government"

MR, JAMES moved to strike out the words
"by any electric power license," with a view

to inserting the words " from time to time" in
lieu thereof. He explained that the amend-
went was similar to the amendment insde in
the preceding clause.

Aniendmcntput and passed.

Ma. GEORGiE said he considered that the
prices which an electric power company could
charge for the electricity should be fixed on aL
sliding scale, according to the amount of
profit made.

TEE ATTORNEY -GtENERAL (Hon. S
Bart) moved at further amendment, similar to
that which he had moved in Clause 9, to strike
all the words out after the letter " a," in line
3, with a view to inserting the words "at a
price not exceeding that at which the under-
takers are authorised to supply electricity for
such purposes respectively, to the putblic,"

Further amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.

At 6.30 p.m. the Aoting.Chiairman left the
qhiur,

At 7.30 p.m. the Acting-Chairman resumed
the chair.

Clauses 11 and 12:
Put and passed.
Clause 13-" Deviations may be wade by

the undertakers, and be required by the
Governor:"

Ma. GEORGE said the clause provided
that, in the case of a deviatLion being required
by the Governor, and not duly made bjy the
undertakers, the Governor utight cause the
same to be made, after notice given, and the
cos t thereof was to be a debkt d ueL f rom the
undertakers to the Crown. But why should
the Governor call upon the undertakers in
this way? Such a, procedure appeared as if
the Government were guarantors that the
work was to be done, and, in case of default,
were to hare the power of doing the work and
charging for it.

THE FJ{EMtER (Hlon. Sir 3. Forrest) said
the intention was that, after the undertakers
had laid their pipe and started their works,
if. the pipe of the undertakers was found to be
in the way of some publ ic work, then the un-
dertakers could be called on to move or de-
viate the pipe; and, filling to do so, thle
Government could do it and charge tie
cost.

MR. RANDELL said the clause placed in
Ithe hands of the Governor-in-Council a most
Iuseful provision.

MR, JAMES moved, as an amendment,
that after the word "zay, " in the second
line, the words -"wist the consent of the
Governor, " be inserted.

Put and passed.
Ma. JAM ES moved, as afurster amendment,

that the words " and untili paid shal I I e a fi rst
and paramount charge on the undertaking."
This would muake the expenses incurred by the
Government, in the making of a compulsory
deviation, a first charge on the property.

Put and passed, and the Cla.11tSe t amiended
agreed to.

Clause 14:
Put and passed.
Clause it:-"l Undertakers wlay mnake by-

laws:"
Mr. JAMES moved, as an amendment, that

ithe words of the fourth line, " Regulating the
conduct and duties of their agents and sier-

for these employers to have the ordinary
remedy under the common law.

Tirz ATIORNEY - GENERAL (fIon. S.

[ASSEMBLY.] ff'werworks Bill.
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Burt) said this provision as to agents and ser-
vants was not material, br,t the other pro-
visions in the clause were necessary.

Amendment put and passed.
MR. JAM~ES moved, as a further amend-

meat, to add at the cad of the clause the
words: " Any such by-laws may be, from time
to time, altered, amended, or rescinded by the
Governor." He said that when by-laws had
been made and approved, the operation of par.
titular parts might not be fully apparent at
first, and as circumstances changed there
might arise a necessity for modifying some of
the by-laws; therefore it would be prudent to
reserve this power to the Governor-in-Council.

Put and passed, and the clause as amended
agreed to.

Clause 16-" Regulations and by-laws to be
gazetted, and laid before Parliament" :

MA. GEORGE said the fourteen days' notice
to be given in the Gaselle would not be a suf-
ficient notice for fully warning all the persons
who might be affected by new by-laws, extend-
ing over hundlreds of miles of bush country
where news travelled slowly. Three mIonths'
notice would be little enough for such pur-
poses, as the appearance of a bailiff to turn a
man off ground as a trespasser might be the
first notice that a man would receive, under this
clause.

THE ATTORNEY - GENERA-L (Honl. S.
Burt) said this clause wasl in almost every
Bill giving power to wake regulations, and
the matters to be dealt with in this Bill were
not such as would require the giving of a long
notice, in the case of trespass or misuse of
watejr. He did not think any difficulty would
arise.

MR. RANLDELI, suggested that an interval
of fourteen days. between the passing of by-
laws and laying the san's before Parliament,
wasl longer than appeared necessary. Seven
or tea (lays would be sufficient.

THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (lion. S.
Burt) said the period usually allowed in such
matters was fourteen days.

MR. JAMES moved, as an amendment, that
the words in the sixth line, "and shall con-
tinue in force until repealed," be. struck out.
By-laws ought not to operate immediately
they were made, bat only after they had been
laid before Parliament for a certain time.

Put and passed, and the clause as amended
agreed to.

New claue-" Undertakers not to be exon-
orated from liability"

MR. JAMES moved that the following be
added to the Bill,asa new claums: " 17. Nothing
in this Act contained shall exonerate the
undertakers from liability for any loss or

Idamage occasioned by or arising out of or in
connection with the construction, umainte-
nance, or working of the undertaking."

Put and passed.
New clause-"Power to prescribe scale of

charges"P:
MR. JA31ES moved that the following be

added to the Bill, as anew clause:-
,1. The undertakers shatll, from time to

"1time, with the approval of the Governor,
"1prescribe a scale of charges at which they
" shall sell water or electricity, as the cage may
"be, and may, with the like approval, alter
"any sucll scale.

-2. Any such scale may be cancelled by the
"Governor after three months' notice in

"writing, to be served on the undertakers,
" and thereupon another scale shall be pres-
" cribed as aforesaid.

"13. No action or proceedings shall lie for
",the recovery of any charge for water or
",electricity, as the case may be, except as
"authorised by any such scale.

-4. In the event of the Governor and the
"'undertakers being at any time unable to
"agree on a scale of charges, the question in

dispute shall be referred to arbitration, in
"accordance with ''The Arbitration Act, 189V,

"1as if this Act were at submission."

'['E PREMIER (Honl. Sir J. Forrest) said
the first result of this provision would pro-
bably be that, when it was seen that the
undertakers were making a fair profit on their
outlay, a motion would be made in this House
for reducing the scale of charges, and the
motion would be carried. It wall not reason-
able to place these investors at the mercy, not
only of the Government, but of this House, at
all times. [t was also questionable whether
the Royal assent would be given to a Bill
which contained a power by which injustice
might be done to persons (investors) resident
in another country. Apart from that, the
thing itself did not seem quite fair. Beth
parties should have some say in fixing the
charges. In reference to the charges on the
Great Southern and the Midland Rail-
woys,' the rates had to be approved in
some way by the Government, but the Govern-
ment had not the power of fixing the rates.
The company could not act without the cow-
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eurrenee of the Government, and, on the other
hand, the Government could not at without
the concurrence Of the comlptay, in fixing the
railway rates.

TIRE ATI'ORNEY-GEC iRAL (Hon. S
Burt) suggested that the Governor in con-
junction with the undertakers might wake a
sliding scale of charges. It would not be fair
to leaveenriroly to th' G-overnor the power of
fixing a scle.

Tur PREMIER (Htu.Sir J. Forrest) sug-
gested that the company should fix the
charges, subject to the approval at the
Governor-in-Couneil.

lia., R. F. SHOLL said it would he better,
and nut unfair, to put the power in the hands
of the Governor, which nuI~aet the Govern-
meat, who mnight~ lie tirasted to act fairly and
not arbitrarily. The Iunderta kers would know,
haefore beg-inniing the work, what were tire con-
ditionUs unde-r which they luad to carry on opera-
I ions.

Now clause pitt and liasv'(l.
Prealoble and tit'
A g' r4 to.
On ther quest1ion Ihirt the Bill lbe reported

to the l10flgf,
MR. CONNORL asked. whether hie would be

in ords-r in referring to the Bill al t his stamge.
l1 Ivawold not he in the Hotuse whe-n the third]
rsading was taken.

ITE AcvINe-OaAtRAms pointed out that
criticisms could be offered when the report rwes;
tinder consideration. arild amendments could
bo proposed, htt this would delay the measure
considerably, ecansc the Bil would have to
be re-eo,umitted.

MRl. CONNOR said he was entirely opposed
to monopolies, but if it was necessary to grunt
a monopoly before water could be given to the
goldfields, hie wovld be in favor of it. The
present Bill gave the Government exeep-

ioznsl powers, and he was not strongly in
approval of the electric power clauses at aml.
'He inted to see the goldfields have plenty of
water, but the question of power was one not
of such an urgent character. It appeared to
him that thre whole principle of the Bill, and
the circumistances under which it wonld be
worked, had been altered in commnittee.

Bill reported. with amendments.

MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLKII VS
COUNCIL.

A3IENOIDES1S IN GOLDFIELDS BILL.

The following message was delivered to and

read by Mr. Speaker:

Ma. SrEAKER.

The Legislative Council acquaints the Legis-
lative Assembly that it has ag-reed to a ;,ll
intituled " An Act to muake better provision for
the Regulation of Gold-mining aind Manage-
mient of the Goldfields of the Colony," subject
to the amendments contained in the Schedule
annexed ; in which amendments the Legis-
lative Council desires the concurrence of the
Legislative Assembly.

GaoU. SHISI TON,
President,

Legislative Council Chambers, Perth, 10th
October, 1895.

Schecdule of arnendmntssmade by M/e. Legislatire
Council iu thre " Goldfields Bill."

No 1.-On page 3. Clause 4.-Add the fol-
l owing words to the end of the Clause :-T'1he
expressions 'person,' 'holder,' ' owner,' ' lessee,'
incl ude any body of persons whether in corpor-
ated or not."

No. 2.-On page 5, Clause 11, line 9.-Strike
out all the words after " registrar." and insert
the followingt-

There shaill also be kept in thie ofic of the
Minister of Mine-s in Perth, in respect of each
goldfieldl Or district, at register, wherein shall
be registered all leases and applications thi-re-
for and transfers thereof, and of any shares
or interests therein respectively, and all liens,
chbarges, and ether dealings and transactions
relating thereto respectively.

(2 ) No transfer of tiny lease, or of ainy share
or interest therein, nor any lien, charge, or
other dealing or trnnsacticn relating thereto
respectively, shall be valid until registered as
aforesaid.

No. 3.-Unx parge 0, Clause 12. line 1.-Strikce
onLt "lease."

No. 4.-On page 6, Clause 1.4, line 3.-After
"of:' at the end of the line, insert "1the eman-

ager or."
No. 5.- On page 8, Clause 17, lines S and 4.

-Strike out "for the purpose of making- or
accepting transfer of any lease, claim, or other
authorised-holding."

No. 6.-On page 12, Clause 31, Line 2.-
Strike out "1or joint stock cempany."

No. 7.-On page 14, Clause 34, line 10.-
Between " thereto " an d "any " insert " and a
lease maybhe granted notwithistand ing that the
person applying for the samue ay not in all
respects have compied with the regulations."

(ASSEMBLY.1J Goldfields Bill
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No. 8.-Insert the following New Clause, to
stand ats No. 12:-

E~xcept in the case of fraud, no person con-
ti-acting or dealing with, or taking or pronlos-
ing to takhe a transfer fromo the r'gistered
holder of any lease, shall lie required, or in
any mzanner concerned to inquire or Ascertain,
the circumstances under or the consideratimnl
for which such holder or any previous htolder
thereof was registered, or to see to the appli-
cation of any purchase or consideration money,
or shall be affected by notice, Actual or con-
stirnetive, cf any trust or unregistered interest,
any rule of law or equity to the contrary not-
withstanding; and the knowledge that any
such trust or unregistered interest is in exist-
once shiol1 notof itself bie imputed -as fraud.

No. 9.-Insert the following New Clause, to
follow Clause 66:-

Upon the granting Of ay injunction relating
to any lease, As provided in the last preceding
sections, the Warden shall at once notify by
telegraph, or, if there shall be no telegraph, by
letter, to the Minister of Mines, the fact of
such injunction being granted and tho parti-
culrirs thereof, And on receipt thereof a note of
such injunction being granted shall ine-
diately lie made in the Record Hook kept in
the 51imister of Mines' office, and such injunc-
tion shtl be of no Avail Until so noted.

C. LEEs STEERS,
l01101jO5. Clerk of the Council.
Ordered-That the consideration, in corn-

tiittee, oftle foregoing Message, he made an
Order of the Day for the next sitting of the
House.
CON4CURRSENCE IN ADXE&DMBNT5 IN MINES

REGULATION BILL.

'the following Message was delivered to and
read by the Mr. Speaker.

MR. SnsxsuR.
The Legislative Council Acquaints the

Legislative Assembly that it has this clay
agreed to the amendments mnade by the Legis-
lative Assembly in "The Mines Itogulation
Bill."

GRo. $RENON,
President.

Legislative Council Chamber,
Perth, 10th October, 1895.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
THE PREMIER (BOn. Sir J. Forrest) moved

-That leave of absence for one week be
,granted to the bon. iniembers for Plantagenet,
tile AV Allias, and the Murchison."

Motion put and paissed.

PROJECTED RAILWAY FROM1 MINGENEW
TO 3IULLEWA.

MRt. SIMPSON: By the courtesy of the
Premier, there has been laid on the table
of the House all correspondence relating to the
contemplated extension of the Midland Rail-
way front Mingenew to Mullewra, and there-
fore, by leave of the House, I desire to with-
draw may notice of motion a"king for the pro-
duction of the correspondence.

Notice of motion, by leave, discharged.

PROPOSED TVERMINATION OF CIVIL
SERVICE COMMISSION.

Ma. R. F. SHOLL, in accordance with
notice, moved " That in the opinion of this
"House it is desirable that thc Civil Service
"Commission shall complete their labors, and
"furnish their report to the Governor, before
"the cud of the present year; failing which,

" it is expedient that the Commission be
"dissolved; and that during the recess the
"Government should consider the advisability

"of introducing legislation dealing with the
"Civil Service."

MR. GEOR14E: Without wishing to inter-
fere with the hon. gentleman, I should like to
draw attention to the litet that there is not a
quo-ui present.

While the bells were ringing,
THE SP'EAK(ERt said: I wish to point out

that it will be a serious matter if um quorum is
not made up before the glass runs down, as 1
shall have to Adjourn the House till next
Tuesday.

Mr. JAMES entered thle Chiamuber, and iMamde
up a quorurb.

Ma. R. Fi. Sf01.;: I regret exceedingly
that the tactics of the tien. memtber for
the Murray have not l.eon successful.
It will bie recollected that the Civil Service
Commission was appointed nbtout 21 avonths
Ago, And last session, AS it was noit coinsidered
that the Commi~ission was making satisfactory
progress with its work, the hon. memtber for
Bieverley brought forward mL motion to dis-
solve that body. The House then decided that
the Commission should confine its Attenition to
the Works and Railways Departmtent, but we
find that although that w;U; twelve months
ago, the enquiry into the Railway Depatrtment
has; not yet been completed. I do not believe
that the majority of the members of this
House are of opinion that any good can accrue,
by the contimuation ot the labors of the Cont-
misnion. The hon. member for the Murray is
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one of the members most recently appointed
to the Commission. The lion, gentleman has
probably spoken more than any member of
the Hiouse, ad only on one occasion, when the
Attorney-General aeceptedaanendmientfroiu
him"a being a useful one, has hie wnade a
sensible remark.

MR. GEOHt4E: Is the lion. memaber in
order? It is not right for him to say that Ido
not speak sensibly. If he has not brains
enough to understand what I say or to know
the value of what I introducei to the Houme or
put before him, I cannot help that.

Toms SPE!AKER; I understood the lion,
member to refer to the Civil Service Ce,,,.
mission.

Ma. Rt. F. SIIOLL: If we are to judge of
the length of the questions put to witnesses
before the Civil Service Commission, of which
the hion. inenmier for the Murray is a menber,
from the length of his speeches in the House,
I think it is likely to be 1.2 months later ILa-
fore the Commission gets through the Railway
Department. I do not think that any good
will be derived from the enquiries of the
Commission, and while it is sitting the
Government is precluded from bringing in a
Bill for the better management of the Civil
Service. What I fear is that, if the Hiouse
goes into recess before a date is name~d be-
yond which the Commission shall not sit,
another year may elapse before they have
completed their labors, and the Government
will not be able to bring in a Civil Service
ll next session. It has not been agreeable

for lion. members during the passing of the
Estimates to attack individual salaries, which
have been rapidly raised beyond those en-
joyed by other and older members of the
service, and one result of bringing in a Bill
would prevent the necessity of this unpleasant;
criticism by placing promotion upon a regular
and proper basis. For the reasons [ have
given, I ask the support of hion. members
for the motion I have tabled, and Ithink
it ought to be carried, as the Govern.
meat have had ample time to accomplish the
work entrusted to that body, seeing that it
has been sitting for nearly two years. The
cost of the Commission most haveamounted to
about £1,000, and I think most lion, members
will agree with me that it is Dearly time for
the final report to be presented in order to
leave the way open for the Government to
bring in a Bill to deal with the Civil Service;

therefore, I commend the motion to the ap-
proval of the Douse.

Ala. SOLOMON: I think if the hen, mem-
ber for the Gascoyne had read the evidence
which has been laid by the Civil Service Com-
mission before the House, he would have seen
that it Was not the fault of the Commission
that its final report has not yet been sent in.
In the first place, owing to vacancies occurring
through the resignation of nembersm of the
Commission, and the delay in making new ap-
pomtmnents. and furthier, owing to the me .b ers
being priwented from attending the sitting,
through urgent private business, there has
been much loss of time, and the sittings have
not been regularly held. Then, on one occasion,
much difficulty was experienced, leading to
correspondence with the Government, in get-
ting a witness to answer questions, as the
Commission desired ; and flually, the Engineer-
in-Chief has found it so difficult to spare time
from his official work, in order to give evidence,
that the work of the Commission has been
thrown back, because we could not present our
report without having heard his evidence.
The sittings of the Commission have entailed

Ion the parbt the Commissionersasacrifice. of
time from their private affairs, ad, so
far as I am concerned, I should not have
any regret if the Commission were dissolved
to-morrow. It may be that sometimes irrele-
vant questions have been asked, but in many
cases irrelevant questions have led up to use-
ful information beingr elicited. I leave the
duration of the Cemmission in the hands of
the Rouse, and shall be quite willing to abide
by whatever decision may be arrived at.

Mu. JAMES: Iam sure the House is satis-
fled thatt the members of the Civil Ser-
vice Commission have done so much for the
country, arid their work has been so admirable,
that it is time the Government had an oppor-
tunity of relieving them of further exertions,
and of bringing in a Bill for the government
of the Civil Serviee-a Bill that will at least
give some satisfaction, even if it should also
give rise to some dissatisfaction.

Ma. GEORGE: The member for the Gics-
coyne has had most admirale courage to bring
forward this motion to suppress the Civil
Service Commission, which lie haed the oppor-
tunity of joining, but would not, I ecause it
would have given him trouble to devote his
time and attention to it. Now lie has the
admirable courage-I should like to say cheek
-to attack the members of that Commission,
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although he might, if he had been a patriot,
have Rssisted theta with that capacious brain
which he is ready to take credit for possessing.
But I can afford torpass by the reflections of the
hon. member upon myself, for he hall so little
ballatthat his speeches are as, light as bubbles
in the air which float idly away. When the
Commission, aftecr the time and attention we
have given to thu work it hasl done, is attacked
for alleged dilatoriness, T must point out that
the Engineer-in-chief hias caused more than
One sitting to close without taking, evi-
dence, becuse he hats failed to appear for
exaitninatiou, while on another occasion
the railway accountant admitted ho had
been instructed not to give certain evidence.
f ala aware that an official denial has been
given to thnis statement, and, of course, I must
accept that denial that the accountant was
told to bloek the examination of the Cominis-
sion; but the fact creains that the inquiry
was protracted for several weeks before we
could get the truth. In my opinion, I do not
believe we goit the truth even then. I am
indifferent as to whether the Commission is
dissolved at ane early date or not, At the
intianrrce or an hon. member who comes forward
to attack a body which be had not patriotism
enough to join.

MR. JLLINGWORTH: If there is any good
to be got out of this white-washing Civil Ser-
vice Counuission. as I once designated it in
this House, I think it is nearly time thLat We
got that good, and quietly laid the Cour-
mission to rest, as the memnbers noust be giving
too much time stud working too hiard for the
country to fairly lay claim to their services in
this exacting task any longer. The sacrificei
greater than they should be called upon to
makhe. and n benefit is likely to accrue to the
country. I should like to see the Civil Service
putctonea sathisctory basis, and one step in
this direction would be to get rid or the
Civil Service Commission, because the Govern-
mneet will not be in a positionr to formulate
their proposals so long as the Commission is
sitting.

'Ins ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Mon. S.
Burt): ile Conmmission has quite mistaken

the purpose for which it was appointed, anid is
only wasting its time. The object of the Come-
is tsion was intended to have been to find out

upon what lines at Civil Service Bill should
proceed, to improve the status and efficiency of
that asrvice. The Comamissiomi was ex-
pected to enquire the age at w'hich can-

didtates should enter and leave the service,
what preliminary examination should bem
passed by candidates, whether pensions
should be granted, and if so on what basis
should be the official hours of duty, what
holidays should be granted, the amount of thre
minimnum and maximumn pay, the rules to
govern promnotion, and a hundred other cog-
nate matters dealing with the organisation of
the Civil Service; but the Commission hall de-
parted widely from its charter. I am sure
that it wasl never contemplated, when the
Commission was appointed, that it should
spend its time in making elaborate investi-
gations as to why a pasosengves portmatnteau
sent from Frem~antle had arrived at Chidlow's
Well by the 10 o'clock instead of the 8 o'clock
train, and similar petty satters of depart-
mntual detail which fllI up pages of the evi-
dence, wvhich I have taken the trouble to
read without finding a single question
relating to the organsration. of the service.
I am sure, the hon. member for the Murray
himself has not asked a single question with
regard to the reorganisattion of the Civil Ser-
vice; and, further, J would say that not o
word of the report of the Commission would
assist me in framing a Bill to effect that
object. The gentlemen comprising that Come-
mission are all worthy gentlemen, but they
are not doing what they were asked to do. No
doubt it was very interestingr to find otit what
they are eliciting in regard to acertamn depart-
ment in the Public Service, but I ama mnclined
to think they will whitewash any deprartment
they come into contact with, and that they
will state that they are utterly surprised at
the amount of work that is done, and that the
management of the department could not be
improved upon. But we (tile Government)
want to know the basis upon which she Civil
Service cane be reorganisred, and I gave up hope
twelve months ago that this Commission would
assist us in doing so. I shall, therefore, sup-
port this motion with all lay heartu, and I
think the Commission will do well to either
resign at once or fix a day for the termination
of their inquiries.

MR. CONNOR: Sir, although I think that
a little mnore result might reasonably have
been expected from the Civil Service Core-
mission, considering the time it has been
sitting, still there is no getting away from
thme fact that the gentlemen composing it have
given their time ungrudgingly to the work, I
think, therefore, it would be rather discourteous
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to practically pass a vote of want of confidence
in them, for, to my mind, that is really what
this motion means. I think, Sir, we can very
well leave it to the good sense of the members
of that Commission to say when their labors
will finish, and I have no doubt that this dis-
cussion will have the effect of inducing thern
to "~t through their work a little quicker. I
hardly think, however, that it would be fair,
or even just, to pass a resolution of this
kind.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Sir,
[ should like to say one or two words in regard
to this matter. I may say, at the outset, that
this Commission has sat an unduly long- time
over the work it was set to do. It was never
intended by this Rouse, or by the Government,
that members should take a couple of years to
do this work, and I agree with the Hen, the
Attorney-General that they have misconeived
the intention of she House, and certainly the
intention of the Government, with regard to the
scope of their inquiries. I cannot say that I
have read all the printed matter that has been
placed before us, but what I have read of it
has iaelined me to the belief that they have
gone too much into detail altogether. What
we wanted was some information to assist us
in framing a Bill for the organisation of the
Civil Service; but at the same time I do not
altogether like the motion of the hon. mnember
for the Gascoyne, because it is not cour-
teous enough to the gentlemen com-
posing that Commission. I am aware
that last session some condition as to
the term of this Commission's eristence
was wade; but to say, as the resolution afirma,
that failing the completion of their labors and
the tarnishing of their report to the Governor
before the end of the presant year, it is
expedient that the Commission should be dis-
solved, would be to act very discourteously to
those who are upon the Commnission, and I
think that there can be only one result if this
resolution is passed, and that will be that the
members af the Commission will resign in a
huff. Well, I do not think hon. members
wish that to occur. While I quite agree that
this Commission has been too long in exist-
ence, I decline to be a party to offering any
insult to the gentlemen composing it, which
this resolution auredly does. I think the
memhers of the Commission know that they
must bring their labors to an end as soon as
possible, and although I am not going to
oppose this motion to the extent of calling for

a divis ion, still [ think, at the same time, it is
not courteously worded, anud I would ask the
heon. memi ber for th e Gascoyne to withdraw it,
having said all he has to say in regard to this
body of gentlemen. I am only spea)4ing for
myself. My colleagues may think differently
from ole in this mnatter. I d- not believe in
being discourteous to any one.

MR. SutrpsoNa: Except the Oppositin.
Tns PESMIER (won. Sir J. Forrest):

Oh, no. Some of the members of the Cornmis-
sion are members of the Legislature, and I.
therefore, under the circumstances, again ask
the hon. member not to press the motion or
to allow it to be placed on the records of the
House.

MR. SIIIPSON: I hope the hon. member
fer the Gascoyne will not withdrmw this rusolu-
tion. I think that the whole delay and the
whole responsibility for the inautility of this'
Commissionis entirely due to the Government.
It was on my motion that this Commission was
appointed. I would not for one mioient
speak disrespectfully of any gentlemen on that
Commnission, but I have to speak of themi as
men who are carrying out a particular public
duty, an d I am of opinion that th e Cominmis-
sion is blanketed by reason of its personnel.
I sat as a memiber of that body for some ti me,
and endeavored to got at the basis on which
the Civil Service should be org1anised, but it
was a hopeless task to try to indiue the Com-
mission to elicit any information other than
that concerning the time when John
Jones first entered the service, what his ago
was, when he first got a 10s. rise, and
similar unimportant and uninteresting de-
tails. I do not think that, as far as
the constitution of the Commission is con-
cerned, it has been paralleled in Australia.
With one exception, it Was Composed in the
first instance of meombers of Parliament, and
oneof its objectswas to see that 1-he Civil
Service was kept clear of political patronage.
Yet, we find that the Govcrnment appointed
six members of Parliament to act upon it. In
anmotber place, when a Civil Service Conimi-
sion was appointed, Mr. Teece, the general
manager of the Equitable Life Assurance
Society, the Chairmnan of the Chamber of
Commerce, a leading lawyer, and a gentleman
connected with banking, were elected to act
on this Commission, in order that amen ex-
perienced in the organisation of big comrn -
cial concerns (and the Civil Service is really a
commercial institution) should give their

CiVil SCFViCO COMMiMiOn.
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valuable assistance in deciding on what lines
the Civil Service of the colony should be re-
modelled. The responsibility for the ineffec-
tiveness of the Commission under discussion
is entirety duo to the Government, and 1 hope
this resolution will be adopted. A great deal
of unnecessary wvaste of time, expense, and
irritation has been caused by it. [twainnever
thought that it would do much good, and I
was glad to hear the Attorney-General give
an almost exact description of the work that
fass been done by it. In the huge volume of
questions which have been asked of the wit-
nesses, not one of them has any reference to
the question of the basis upon which the
Civil Service should be re-organised. I shall,
therefore, for the reasons I have stated, sup-
port the inotion for dissolving the Comnujis-
sian.

MaT. P.. R. SUOLL, in reply, said Sir, X have
no inten tion of withdrawing th is maotion,. Since
the Premier spoke, I have car~efully Studied it,
aind I fail to see that its language is in any
way dierourteous to the members of the .Comn-
mission. It says, first of all, "'That in the
",opinion of this Hiouse, it is desirable that
"the Civil Service Commission shall cw-
"plete their labors, and furnish their report
"to the Governor before the end of the year."

There is nothing discourteous in that; and
then it proceeds : " failing which it is expedient
that the Commisrbion be dissolved?' I think it
is expedient that the Commission should be
dissolved, and I think bona. memubers recognise
that the labors of the Commission should come
to a close at the end atf the year, in order to
enable the Government to bring in legislation
dealing with the public servi ce. The resoin-
tion proceeds: "1and that during the recess the
"Governtnentshould conseider the adv isability of
"introducing legislation dealing with the Civil
" Service"; and I think we mll agree with that
as well. Therefore 1 do not think that the
resolution is discourteous to those gentlemen
who have given lip their tune~ to inquire into
the work of a certain department. I would
point out to hou. members that on November
19, 189-4, a resolution wats passed in this Rouse
directing the Commission to confine their at-
tention to the Public Works amid the Railways
Department. and yet they only began to deal
with those departments in Mlay, 1893-six
months alter the resolution was passed, while
the expenses were going on aill the time. I
am quite aware that the memubers of the Comi-
mission have given a great deal of attention

to their work, and also that any friends.
the hon. members for the Murray and for
South Fremnantle, ad also the Hon. D. K.
Congdon, M.L.C., hove beon most earnest in
this matter. Still, aIt ttosane time, [ do not
think that any good can result in their con-
tinuing their labors any longer. There has
not been that unanimity th at might h ave been
excpected to obtain anion. gat them. On the
contrary, I think there has been a
little friction. Now, Sir, before I conclude, [
would like to say that I1 was asked to accept a
seat on this Corn is sion, and that f refused on
the ground that the Cominission should be
selected from gentlemen outside of Parlia-
ment altogether.' I lope that the members of
the Commission will resign as soen as possi-
ble, in order to give the Government mnore
timne to consider the very impo rtanit mnatter of
reorganising the Civil Service. The hon.
member for South Frem antle has just asked
me to draw atrention to the fact that the Coink-
mission would like to resign, but that they
cannot do so in a body.

WEs ATToR$NET.GENBSAL (Hon. S. Burt):
'They can resign separately.

Ma.s R. F. SLOL: I dare say they can, or
they can absent themselves. However, I
think the members of the Commission, even
the hon. member for the Murray, deserve every
consideration for the thme and trouble they
have given to the work for which they were
appointed,

Motion put and passed.*
TkE SPR AER: I think this resolution

should be presented toHis Excellency, as only
the Administrator has power to dissolve or to
appoint this Coinmision. I think an address
should bo presented to Ilis E xcellency info rm-
i ng him that this resolution has been passed.

Ku. GEORGE:- Sir, would it be competent,
at this late stage of the session, to move a vote
of censure on the Gavernent in connection
with this muatter, becaiuse I think they have
most grossly insulted tIhe bon. members of that
Commission ?

i'ia 3PiKE: The hen. member will
have to give notice at the proper time.

THE ATTORNEY - GE~NERAL (Hon. S.
Burt):; The bon. member is not the member
of the Opposition who can take action in that
respect.
Mt. Rt. V. S UaLL : I move that anL address

be presented to His Eixcellency the Admmnis-
trator, embodying the resolution that has
been passed by this House.

0tvil service Commission.
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Motion put and passed.
Ordered, that, the resolution b'e forwarded by

Address to His Excellency the Administrator.

NEXT SIT riNtil OF THE HOUSE.

Tax PREMIER (Hon. SirSJ. Forrest) moved

that the House, at its rising, adjourn until
2.30 o'clock, p).n., oi) October 11.

Motion put and passed.

DATE OF PROROGATION.

TuE FREMIER (Hon. Sir S. Forrest)j I
would like to ask lion. niembers to attend

to-morrow aftrnoon, and I shall be much

obliged if they do so. I als'iwisht to tollthe

House that, as the business of the session is
nearly comiple'ted, 12.30 pum. onl Saturday
will be , couvetnioit, time, to prorogue PortiaL.

moont. If hon. ncinberst think that timne will

be convenient, I will advise His Excellency
the Administrator accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT.

'rhe House adjourned at 9.25 o'clock, p.m.

'~tgts~atiG Ulnui
Friday, 11th October, 1895.

Got drds 1sf/; .R,Yfessyel" the Leyislatite .1Is11s1111Y
- f1,le r ... lectic Iforkes JLirn Bill: Ji, st
......ling; , Udirluls Bill: Ltlii.salir. Ads .ssrndqs

A .......dj.. en Is-A jpropii ti,,lt ., tipnd Iee-

lay-Il aterud El1e,'f orks Lievipe Bill//

sec,,d irdii; 11il1 laid aside- zd/' Tires
Bill. a' essayes for the I,eytdatire Alssea'hly-Ad'

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton)

took the Chair ait 4.30 o'clock, p.m.

uOLI)FIELDS BILL.

,,,SSAGE EitOH THE LKOISLSi'VE ASSEMB*LY.

Txa PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shientont) re-

port.ed the receipt of the following message
from the Legislittive Assembly.

Message No. 52.
Mr. President.

with reeruce to the Legislative Council's

Message No. 41, the A ssembly has agreed to

Amendments Nose. 3, 4,5, 6, and S made by the
council in the Goldfields Bill, without amend-

ment ; has amended Noe. 1, 2, and 9 ; and has

disagreed io No. 7 for the reasoins indicated in

the &nnesed Schedule.

The Assembly returns the Bill, herewith,
and desires its reconsideration.

JAB. G. LEESn.8rEa.
Speaker.

Legislative Assembly Chamber, Perth, 11th
October, M895.

Schedule of Amnidment itede by the Lcgishe-

live Council in" "The Goldfields Bill."
No. 1.-Onpage 3, Clause 4.-Add thefollow-

ing words to the end of the Clause:-" The ex-
pi-essions -person,' I holder,' ' owner,' -'lessee,'
include any bodly of persons whether ineor-
Itorated or not."

No. 2.-On jange 5, Clause 11, linefi--Striko
out ill the we. d, after " registrar,'' and insert
the following :-There shall also be kept
in the affice, of theMinister of Mines in
Perth, in respect of each goldfield or dis-
trict, a register, imherein shall be regis-
tered all leases and applications therefor
and transfores; thereof, and of any shares or
interests therein respectively, and all liens,
charges, and other dealings and transactions

relating thereto respectively.
(2.) No transfer of ainy lease, or of any

share or interest therein, nor any lien, cha'rge,
or other dealing or transaction relating there-
cO respectively shall be valid until registered
as aforesaid.

No. a.-on page 63, Clause 12, line 1.-Strke
out ", lease."

No. 4.-On paged6, Clause 14, line 3.-Af ter
"of, " at the end of the line, insert " the manag-

er or."
No. 5.-On page8, clause 17,lineu 3 and 4.-

Strike out," "for the purpose of making' or
accepting transfer of any lease, claim, or other
authorised holding."

No. 6.-On page 12, Clause 31, line 2.-Strike
out "'or joint stock company."
* No. 7.-On page 14, Clause 84, line 10.-

Between " thereto " and " any " insert " Bnd at
t esae mhay be granted notwvithstanding- that
the per-son applying for the same may not in
all respects have complied with the regula-
tions."

No. 8.-Insert the following New Clause, to
to stand as No. 12 :-" Except in dt
cas of fraud, no person contracting or
dealing with, or taking or propos-ing to
take a tr:ansfer from the registered holder
of ainy lease shall be required or in any
manner concerned to inquire or ascertain the
circumstances under or the consideration for

*which such holder or any previous holder
Ithereof wast registered, or to see to the applic-

[COUNCIL.] GoZdfields Bill.


